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,1. /Spehcf et al*tfound t!^^ Mexie^^^ 

, hJi^Her in both/ the ttlOC a^^^.JJV than Itexigan^M^ric^^ 
rem ^^lomef" where QMy Sp^hisfi^jms spoHeniv..'*"*^^^ /^/^ ^ 





4d@cj4pns^^^>i^ S?S^ 1? nonv^^aX vith Verbal ^ ^ V ^ .1 
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J?^r Va>di§_cu§^ipn: ^^^^^^ ^^f^ ^ 

rMdreover - h iC^test -vsj aignif icaiitlS related _V'^ ; - 1 ";^ffl 



, 5, ^Mdrepver,. he. aignificaiit^^^ related 

%a :^r^^ rav^iftger^for^xboth^Mp^ / '\ 

%* /:Coqper.:.£6i^^^ difterefcLt ite|titk Tor biriiigi^i c^^^ in . • 

jGflak .Whose : Jfc that vefbal 

i^r^^^ the * 

T - CSLifor^^^ iest than, d^^ iQ -t^^ts.^ . _ , 

7, r-LerMHtod^^^ f ourtd: ey^^ atf- ^ 

asspjc4itip_n Mctor may ^ha5re been 4? 'advantage of bilingual children 
frtm /5rfee% In/^perfomine a - ' . 

. v€frfe£ a^earnin^^tSsk^ . ^ ^ ' : . 

8* -Tfie. : author VpM like to thank |4rl Jds€ tui^Mfe^^^^ of ur^OH^s^^ ^ 

^^ Mlin^aal e4%^^^^^ insights and i>ro- 

''f^ssionai assistart&e in the development^ this; article. 
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9. Rpbinspm siftilarly- found the f^T to b^ comparably reliable, for 
"atfVsnt^^ed*-, ''average, and/-"disadSraTi^ pupils 5 black and 

white. . , " _ . ^ . ^ . » ' 

/ ^ » ^ . ■ ' ' . 

_iO,- Q.F*- Johnsor. questioned the content vaii.dity of the *4AT- for Title 
1 pupiliUii' general. /'*A middlVclasV .or4;e_5ted aohievepent/test 
Is/vllMated by middle-cl'as^ cr4teris** feius» the/mid'dle^class 
cultm^e ^bias is :not- eliminated .^^^ * 
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on the Wechsler IntelliRsncc Scale for Children {WISC) in Dxshdish ■ 
than in English. Manuel found that the average" IQ of .a -sample of' 90 
Mexican-American punils. on the Gpanish version of the fJtanfor.^J^iimet 
• Intelligence , Test (S-B) surp^osed that dT the English v^rnion.- 
Keston and Jimenez-, who found the opposite to<be the case with a 
sample of Mexican^American hth gu-aders, admitted', however, thaJ^theiF . 
results were nrobably at-tributa*)le to the relatively low gpahiah 
language development of their skraple and to. the use of a Oj,wnrr,h 
^ version of the fe-P that was developed in Spain and that wan not 
^modifi'ed.to take into account differences, in dialect and cuit.ar'j. 

Despite the higher scores generally obtained by tranr.laUnj^ 
existing standardized IQ tests into: Sp:.niBh with appropriate, cultural ^ 
modifications, there is evidence that such procedure may not totally 
solve the oroblem of effectively testing Spanish-speakin;; children. 
As-earlyias 1927, f'intffer emphatically stated: "It is. perfectly 
absurd to imagine that afiy real-comparisons can be obtained by 
iraosleting tests from one' language to- another . "■ BoceN described the 
' «ffortrs of the Domrstment. of Education in Puerto' Rico, to adapt and 
--aeterm'iriei-the' norms of the WISE, S-3 and Gpodehough-ilarriG- Draw-A-Man 
HesS (6-H>,, makng changes to Allow-for 'differences ip vocabulary 
frequency, cultaral condit-ions, and order of diffigulb', yet the 
three adapted tests produced generally depresseid . iS^scores for Puerto 
Bican" children relative to Aiaerjcan horjis.. As Boca noted: 

There no doubt that"' no matter how well an intellignece scale 
is adapted .from one culture to another, there are*cultural 
differences .Which will make the children from the second culture 
score lower than'th'dse from the f ii^t. V," 

Cote similarly foimd Kenerally depressed mean IQ scores for 
' Mexican-American-, children on- several. nonverbal intelligence instruments 
aiJministered" with the directions in Spanish/ ' ■■ ^ ^ ii_ 

Watson and Goodenough and. Morris, ccnourred that- U^., search for 
a ctdture-fre^ intelligence test is futiO^. Stablein, for example, 
^^ound the Davis-EelXs Test , m* attempt aV a cultvre-fr^e test^ of 
intelligence^ to be as discriminatory as other standardized measures 
between Anglo-and Spanish-American students* ' Hevf rthel'^ss the 
co>istruction .of specific intelligence tests for different, cuitural 
groups seems both possible and worthwhile. As H^ire^ T)ointed out, 
such tests must be' based on avareness pf ^differences in the cognitive, 
iand incentive-'notivationei styles as^^well as the comunication style 
^^f such itudents. /. ^ ' ^ > ■ 

' lO'^TesJbs: vSrbal V. Nonverbal _ That Spahish'-speaking children face 
^^a language barri?:r that is built into standardized int'ellig'enc.f /tests 
-IS fxirther revealed in studil:s comparing thei^- results on verbal and- 
nonverbal subtests. Several such studies found the average perform- 
ance scale scqre of Mexicans-American children on the WISC to surpfttss* 
^ their average verbal scale score, Darcy. nad similar results when 

cdmparing the scores of Puerto Bican children on the nonlanguage and ^ 
verbal sections of the .Pintner General/ Ability Test. 
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Moreover verbal and nonverbal IQ tests^'have bean :fduna;to , 
discriMnrtniffe-rentially betve^ 

axscriBTAu ^ ftvpraae verbal WISC. score of Anglo -.-XjC* lotxn 

ni^'icantly. Chrisfianaen and Livermore receiAlJ^. replicated these 
iikillf in which, furtherinorev the 'same", pattern vas -Venected 
ih Se W relatk intellectiye factors of :}aSC descril^ed by Cohen. 
iSat is ?^ey four,d Anglo-American students to^signifi^antly 
!SUs*M.^iU!MericL students vith^especVt-o; the^ t^o y,r^^^^^ 
fSSrs (Jerbal Compreherision^^rfT Releva- .^^,%^but not with respect 
Jrlhe t^ no^rba? factors' (Perceptual frgp^^ Freedom 

■ Sns Bistract^lity.). ' A consistently significant f actor= ip, the . 

Sc S^^S;:S S'4ththe. Angi6-^^ , 

socioeconomic status {SSSK - # ^ " ^ '.^ 

several atudie's c.^f'irhed- Altus' reiults by em^oyin|;other • 

- ra ins^-ruaents /" Tor exalple, the . name #ttern, emergedr i?i B^.^E.- . 
3 /ns .rumeni-^.. „^ -^^ni+q of Ahtao and 

Johnson's, comcarason of the resuix^ oi /ingo-u v,;;.r.^„^i^^ 
"?udenfcs on tiie verbal and nonver.l.aa sectiSns of the^Caljforng^^ 
o^i^al MatuHty. E. Johnson's 3an>pie of Mexacan|Am^c^ys: an. - 
^sSs t-6.^cored isignific^ntly^elow An*.lo norms, on a yjrHl, ^Q. ^ - 
Sst^ but tSir scores on a nonverbal inStment werevnot sign^fi|antly 
liferent fro^ the Anglo^ norms:. Rice reported that Cqrvxn arrived at 

tlSSr-findings by con^paring '^^-^^ ^ . 
kerican chia-di-en on various -/ertoal and nQnverJ)al^inteliag&nce test^^^ 
AHer ^iSi^^^^^^ ^° a group of SpanxsVspea^^^^^ 

youhkersv eoindr'eau concluded that- th^^-instn^^^ • 
s (S ^f English vocabulary. - Thus ^ 1$ tepts ol^^cure an , 

: alequ^te as^^^ of the mental ability of Bpanish-speaKing- chxldren. 

■ ' Merely usin,. a nonverbal IQ test, however, may be insufficient 

■ assassl^curat^ the mental ^ability ^Pf Wh-spe*kxng^hildren. 
iome researchers have indicated that nonverbal #hd verbal m tests 

- S ^asSe different abiliUes. Further, ^^er researchers *|V|_ 
Snted out that 30-called "nonverbal", testa contaan ^ ^^J^' 
KiSlv. even, the lang5|age of the dir.c|ions of " 
S^te a difforenfee-.— Whether this difference ^ significant or 

^n^ins.a question. TihtneJ's view was that "nonvsrSal tests . 
ii^. vSbal dir-ections are not adequate. We cannot be sur^trans- 
M^ed v^bal directions are ' equally hard or e^lly ^asy " Accoi-J^ng- 
io 'LaKian and Mitchell,, scores of Spanish.speaking childr^J.x^n^ the^ 
pri«i?y^ades on- the Otis Group Jnteliigence .Sc^le were significaptly 
I Ti^r wSn adrtinistered witft^the directions in Spanish thap with the 
SiKctiohs in English.. On tThe. othfr hand, Anasthsi^and ^Q^dpya did . 
' not find the language of ift.structions^to be a significant fac^orm 
4heir ntuSy'o^ ^hHsc of the-Cattell Culture .Free Test yith Spamsh- 
SlxHng children. -Tho Puerto Rican Study ^similarly revealed no 
. e^gSant difference 'with regard to, the performance qfSpanish- 
^ ■ ^peakiig studenlis.on the i;or«e-Thorndike Nonverbal Intelligence Test 
(L-T) with r;panish"v. English directions. 
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IQ...Test s V, Achievement: Criteria* Further indications of the ques- 
-tionabl^ validity^, of IQ tests tor npanish-sbeaKln^ children cltn. be 
seen in studies exploring the relationship betveen, their XO; ocor^a 
Bnd their results onVmeasures of acffderaif ^hi^vemenCT** Glich 
studies reveal differential^ results betVc*cn Anglo n,nd Hpaninh- 
Americah chil'dren. Morper, for example,^ foiAad that, both the WIHC 
and^ the L^' \^re si^^rtiricantly related to the result nxon the Metro- 
politan -llchi'i^^^menj. Test. ,(*Wr)'- for Angld^American 9th *Krader.*i , but. 
that neither of tliese IQ-measures vas significantly related to the 
MAT for* their Spanish-American coimterpairts , He ivsported •that 
"the greatest differences between Vhe Spanish^Ameridan and, Ani^lo. 
ethnic, groups vei'e observed when reading ability and coinpi:ehension 
were*- most involved in the oWalriing of ipeasureme^^ ^ •Carrov, 
similatay found dlfferentiai effects of IQ on^lwguage achievenent ^ 
tests between .Anglo and Spanish-^sp,eaking -ehildrem The im^rtance 
of /the langiiai^e factor is evten inope evident in a itudy by^Philippus 
which . rey.eaied that nonyerbaX^CQ tests correlated^ higher vith grade ~ ^ 
point average than did verbal I<i -tests for Spanish-speaking students,'^ 



M&ntai khllXtij Tost :^0Bts^. 



Btu<^es ^y Jensen; and by Babier 



pgpflTxde a fur t ^r- indication of the ineffecia;y^ness of standardized 
IQ tests in determining the*i5iental ability of :^panish^speaking 
Vhildreh., Jensen dfevised^a inore dii^ect method Of moasuri^ mental 
ability in tlie forn of simple learning tasks.. After a group 

of 3^' Anglo and:,Mexibah^American3ciiiIdre^ of 
agey an4 IQ? ^9 ^ound tRat %xic^-Americaa children Vith 1^^ 

IQs^^ gerXqrsn^d hot only signifrcsmtiy fetter than^^ An^o-^^serifea^ ^ 
childr IQs but also as wellfes^l^thyAnglD ahd^^^ 

§rierican high IQ chiilireh* tepier also^ conducted t%^i experiments 
invi^tvihg var^^ leSrhing tasks and found:.evidence of different * 
iearning^ifficul^^s fc>r Anglo and: Eexican-^tfrican children vho 
were matched on ihe basis of ap-e^ ,SE3, and IQ, especially for those 
chirdren in the -Ipy.er Bange of ICJ. ^She found a :lack of verbal 
association to be one of the difficulties'^ for Mexican-Americsh • . 
ahildreh^^ . 
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A^. review of the research an th'fes^ia .testing of Cpanish-speaking 
child^'en reveals^ the linguistic and^uMural handicaps standarized- 
IQ telts present for such children. Buch_ varitoles as the language, 
cultural construe tipn, and extent of the verbal* factor of such tests 
,seem to significantiy affect 'the performance of SpanishrspeaKlng 
children* The- valii^ity of\such tests is 'further called' into question 
by expctr imenting with direet learning tasks^ and exploring the 
relationship to achievement criteria^/ 'Rius^ there emerges the - 
pat'amount need to modify the .use of present IQ instruments and to 
develop new specialized instruments that iit£li2e the language and 
cultural background o£ Spaaish-speaking. children to facilitate 
rather than obfuscate the assessment of ^ their academic abilities. 
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ACHIEVE-ffiMT TESTpO 




A number -of studies, reported that Spanishrspeakang c-hi-j^-ert 
scbred generally feelow Anglo-Merican -chi-ldren on J^f f ^.^^f -^^^ 
of academic achievement. ;Stlil, there. is evxaence.t.hat at least 
sane of this discrepancy is^caused by language factors. 

Achievement Tests: V erbal v-. Nonvkvbal, ; The discrepancy betweM 
' Angl6 ahdVspan ish-American students vas ^much greater in verb,al _than 

in hohverba^areas of measured achieveme^^ '5??:'^'''^'^ I^S^tlv 'T 
^or example- revealed that scares of verbal ability vere consist^n|ly i 

We?thL nonverbal ability^cores ^for Mexic^r-^^^^^^ fMSS^ ' 

Rican papils- in' erade-3. 1 tdna. .Palomares and. Cummins noted ^that 
•arithmetic -subte.t - jcores surpassed read^g: ^subtes| .scoi^s og^|ic^ 

American oupils in the early gradee, Palomares^^ and Johp?pn :f0tm|^that 
4li iut :four of5b Mexican-American- pupill Se^^^^^^ . 

^.cored. higher bri the aritMetic,;subtest 

•subtestir If^the^Wide. Range, Achievement % It is. .interesting^ 
that se^eh^ of these stuaents; were at or above grade level. .in-aj^^l .th|ee . 
achievement BUbtests:land,'« six of them hadr jFores.on th? G-Hl. 

indicatihg eli^aibiii% fo^^^ , / 

t> E Johhsoh's-tudy is an exarapl^^ !fe Ministered. ^ 

' -vd stahdardizdd achievement tests -to; a- sample of ^03 Anglo an4 
M-xicari-Aitieri«an fith: graders. *^fe f oundi^Kat -the 'Ahglo^ 3ubject| ^ 
^ >.orisisten^iy surpassea? thie .Mexican^M&rd:cfan..3ubject3 in those sub-^ 
t^-sts ihvolvirig tn-glish Ijangu^^ rskaOdi,- but that inhere w^e- no . 
s'ignif ic^V diJferencps^ b^^^^ the=scores of the- two groups- .on those ^ 
. subtests involving aritlffleticsk^ , ; V , 

tline sWted that socioeconomic as well^a^ aultura^^^^^^ 
'actors -shouia^ be consider^ in assessing the mrfo™«ice of Spanish- • 
speaking students 6n standardized &hievement. tests. His sample -of 
Anglo-jtiaerican fth. grMers appeared- to putperform their MfXic^r^ 
^-^er-ican .counterparts 6n all subtests of the^Stahfor^ Achievement 
■--^estft However, with SES held constant at, tsh© Iqwejr level, *n?5e 
differences becaiSe insignificant except in the arithmetic subtest 
which favored the Mexican-American subsample. . 

Arjh i ovemc-nt ffists ; Spa nish v,. Enffl [Rh . Gtudles -of standardized 
"achi».v/-m».nt tests which have been translated int6 Bpanish offer more 

■ dirnrt evidence of the language barrier that. Spanl-rtj-speakinf students 
fac*» in such tests. -When ^ahakian, for example, administered. a 

. standardized readinit t^st in both original and translated versio^^ 
to 210 Spaniah^peakihg . children in grades^ 1 through :7 , 53 percent ^ 
arbieved higher total scores in Bpanish, with decreasing differences 
found- in aecending' grades. Thonis similarly found th^t 16 out 9f 19 
Mexickn-American students scored higher when tested with a Spanish . 
translation' of the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test than they did:* 
with the 'standardized Enirlish version, According to .Davis P".d 
Personke the differences between Spanish and Engljifh adttinistrations 
of the :<RT were mostly nonsignificant tor a group of Mexican-American 
1st »^rade»5. However, the mean' scores on the subtest that roost 

* appr^riately' reflected their language background (Word, Meaning J 
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revealed a sigaii^ieant ilffemiee favoring the Bpa^iuh version. 

.Oesj^ite' repeated rlsmindar^s of Gaardor'*^ .statement at the 196? 
U.-S. Seriate hearings on bilingual education, most vrlters and 
researchers pn the subject of the education ;of the Spanish-iipeakin^, 
seem/tp have forgotten or neglected the importance of a major atudy 
conducW in Pu^rt^o. Rico in 1926 %\the^fri^^^^ Institute: of • v 

Teachers College, Cuiifitea^University^ vhich involved the 'a3mihintra- 
tion of over 69;OO0 standardised acMe^e^^^ in Kn/^li8h ?ind 

Spanish. The results pr that study ind'icated the.t although 1::niU tr;ti 
had been imposed a<5 tho lanp:uagd of instruction nince the Un>tcU 
States .took cqntroi of l^erto Rico, in 1893, t!1e Puerto Hican child- 
ren *.s Achievement in Khgli$h showed them to.h^ markedly below that of 
c^onU But AG GajFif der emphasized , 'Xh^ Worto Htcan 

;&hildren ' 5 a^ through ^Spanish/: was , by .and large-y markedly 

superior to t^^^^ children who' vere using their own 

mother tpngue.v English." • * . . ^ . - 

Translating St anfe P^i^ts to^ but does 

not prp^dei thk wa>t t p more eVjuitable' oppoiS^unit ie¥ Tor ^pan ish-^ - 
Ifeak^ studeh^^^^^ As. Finch stated?^: "T^m^^^^^ 

fitpprppri ate :;to Spanish-soeakiii^; chiidren ^-is^ f af v far mpT^ than simply 
-transiating^exist^^^^ 'A gllnce at 1^tdh:% cross^culti^^^ ffe_<iuehcy 

tesik r iMicate^ ^the vary i^^s 
aci^osi languages- bifference$ i% .d4glep^^ani| s^ language further . 
- cbnfpund the iYitej^^^ tFansiaied tests.: ^he 

boTOdftrie^^ restrict* mea^^^ 

Hernandez* description bt a nci^ner^^dal^ availabie Spanish ti-ans|ition ^ 
p^e^fc-standardize^^^ achifeveraent tes^^^ One of the^tems in ^ 

tfie^?Engiisfe edition c^Ied for the iderit^fication bf ^^^^^ w6r4\^^ 
-by means pf .^hoosih apprppriate illustration, from a seri^^s of 

pictiiresV fn^^ .1pa^i% editiPn, ^ was translated^^irf 4iccord 

with- ft ^'^tandard'* Spaplfh>E^^ dicVionaiy ?^ ^s ]^tei . , 

culty*5 however , became compounded: rattier than aileviat edT for Puerto , _ 
Ricto pupilsv for pistdl is a culturally and visugdly. distini^t dish for 
them in comparison -vith. pi's which has^retaihed^ its *-Anglo"' verbal and 
visual' identity in Puerto Hxco . ' ^ • / . , \ 

Achtevemnt TeHtt E^gaq v. objective\ Caldwell aM Mpwry provided 
furtlier ,evidence^6f the\importance:of the lariguag^*^ factor for Spanish- 
speaS^iBg chfidren when, they -constructed objective and essay tests ^ 
de^ighed to be of the same^ebhteht and in each* pe3pi|e 

the Jdc't that theWJective tests were ^ivpri first . thereby causing . . 
any tsi'actibe. effect's- to accrue in Tavor/of :the e^i^itjests^ the 
Si^nish-speaKing students scored higher oh tm objective tests L.W. 
Johii^bn sitSilariy fotjSd^t^^ Spanish-^peakiW children -s^ 
^Significantly below their -Anglo; classm^ey oh a;:test of English 
Vocabulary ^ though .the deficiency wa's less in 'sub.iiect raattef 



vocabulary tests • ^ 
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A<;hifjv_om'c-nt To.'it.%: Rei- iabiixtQ and <f^imtu . Sone re.searchers, ' 
patticular-ly FialmAn, have;Aue&tiofled. the reliability af a. - !-''t-ive 
•mliavtgr of stana&rSiMd" achievement teat's "for minority 'group 
c^fiXd^en inveen4r^l. 'Pfiis aueslbiqn reniaiWs uhsettled, although not 



ungtudied,; with specific- referencf- to Sp5ahi%h^^peajjihg children. In 
wheirXstudy of 'Spanish-'speaking lat -grader 

sagnifxcantly lower levelsf/pf feM rand predlctivefvalidi^y 

for those- subtests of the ^Metropolitan ;R^id^edrTelt8 Ml) :^th4t , 
w^re mo^t dependent on English language ability . Oh the: other ;hahd. 
."^•^^.^i^ :«=°".ndered tne general ievei ,of predictive; validity of' tKe 
..«T for Spanishi^speaU to be...comp^ifable to tMt foF- 

othep ethnxc .gr6pB;.j:^ Despite different .s&lle Mz6s , crlterr^jn 
f acjixevement tes^.sv'.isnd^^^^i^ the pe^iod^; betw4eh ie'sti^ • 

reaspns^or^ thlse cbntf^Wct^^^^^^ totally' evident and 

thexE-^larvficatioiivawa -la, a related- itudy-^y 

Aropllj.^^he .mT^was; quite remVl^ Wen use,d^ Gpanish-aipeaking 
^r^^-griaero ». wj.th the im^rtant. proviso thaf an appropriate^fif-f iv\ • 
„.,n-„ level be administered.^" . ' ' ' . ■ . ^ 



i bears rebeatirifr: 



* '■^ere. standardf^^^ ahdl achievement tests: do. prove to 

reliable and yali^^ #ed^ct<Dr8=.Sif^ la^^ 
t.-iis pay «neaB m'^^im?^ ^rniiirriim tife eon^ism^^ ' 

^^vis, for^e^ple.^ouiid. the }®T. ±6 be: a€gehe?aSy-better ^predictor 

p3^?l^; f?i- Spahish-sptSking :ist:;g?adfersVwh^ ad^ 

n; Lnelish^^t^an- Tfnen admi^^^^^^^^ feir coYicitrsion 
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■\ . . ■ L^- 'T'^osram was not. Befor^^^^^^ 

the/ test aa a . valid, predictor of succ^^^^^ 
nrograai, it might be peftanent to-exajnine some o^f *^ ' 
' the alternatfives. ■ 

* ' ' '■ 

?^?.mki:i * • . - ■ ■ r . ; ■ 

-A review on. the research on tne use of standardized achievement 
test^vitb^wpanrsh-gp^aking children reveals that; as dn" the case of 
-ne Kvtestirig.of Spanishr-speaklhg children,- a verbal factor \ ^ 
aopc-arod to militate against theij- .^optiiiial perf orjaance ; Those sub- 
tests-most dependent on Rnglish language sMlls generally resulted in 
r-oorect per^prmaricci inSic^Tng a handicap. i\ language ability rather' ' 
tnan^ rearning ADility. ■ W : , 

," ' ' * • ' . ■ ■ .' 

• rCYCFlOLOGICAL REACTIOSS TO TESTING ' " , 

. . ?feny researcher's, hav-e nbtedV but tfw have scientifically-studied, 
the psychological reactions of Spanish-speaking stud.ents to testing.' - 
alomares anj; Cummins inditated that Spanish-speaking children seemed 
to appreciate the special attention given to them via .testing. But ' 
Armstrong ^d Hmlth noted a lack of 'test motivation in^-thelr Spanish^ 
^peaking subjects*. H Anastasi and Cordova described the character- 
istic reaction -of t1iei«Spaniah-spe£kdng sub.1ects-to testing as'" a 
mild, confusion f^JLlowed by^-amusement and indifference. " They 
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- ^ \ * ' ' • 

- attributed tlixs reaction to .'linguistic bifurcation" 'IjeCveenr . • . 
r.^^ss:ft:;Sp^ish-speaking home and an SngU^h-^mmeraed scfiool which resulted 
" " -^fi' ^'psychological ^Ttw^^ to what^goes .oh in the latter • As they 

_^"*^wtiter exp,lained; . ^- / 

-Not only test performance, ^ut-^also the general intellectual 
\jdevelormient whicH^ tests are.Mesigned tg^^ gauge, are seriously 
handiciapped by triVattitudes and-inte^^ . / 

restating, from tHe^hiia*'s early lln^istic confusibn* 

Examiner Vatiahle. . the importance of li..^letic. and cultural bacK- 



ground to 



^ the Hpanish-spealcinr; child is expressed in his reaction to 

the languagi and culture of .thel examiner * . In a review "of the ' aad 
state of -the. art'^iorlanguage tes for lihguistio^ly ;di ffere^^^ 
learners** Bordie notedv the yalu^ of a test administrator* s,giying 
directions in line with the language background of the,,chi?X^. ' - 

The interplay of linguistic cultural, and psychological factors 
is revealed in the examiner effects pn the test per foirmance.;of Spanish 
'speaking students, Anaaiasi and de Jesus described/ an. enthusiast^^ 
response frW th^r Btm^^ to testing, whi^ they attritu^^e^ 

ss^thj effect of an the, saiii# ethnic group ^as the students-* 

Pai^ires and .John50ri?:f6dnd indication's of the effect of an examiner- 
v^iabie"% comparing of Spanisfi-sMaking c^^^^ ^ 

KSfe classes fi-om AngloTv. Mexic^n-Mericah school psychplogtst 
Ahasta^i and; fefdova-also uncovered, evidence of ah examiner variable 

- along ^ihe. inter^t^fne^^ language and culture by administering 
'a nonverbal intelligence test, to Puerto Pican; pupils with directions 
in Spanish v.^ETi^fs^^^ /Phe^ found that a testing order lj,eginning . . 
with Spanisjb f avoTed tfhe girls^ while one^ beginning wi^h. Hngi i sh 
favored the boy^^ They' attributed ^his difference to^the greater 
degree or accdlturatioh of the- boys and , tSus, a greater rapport witfi^ 
the" Anglo examiner - I _ * ^ ^ • ' ^ 

Tlie. compiexity-6*f tne^ linguistic , cultura^,, and psychological 
dynamics of the testing situation is further revealed in two Recent 

- studies ihvdiving exminer effeqts on th^ WISC performance of Spanish- 
. speaking students.^ fccordinfe-to Swahson .and I^eBlaissis, the use of 

a bilingual inter^>reter -aChmct to' a monolingual Anglo examiner' 

did not signif icaptiy affect Whe Winc ssores of 'a group^of Mexican- / 
, Merxcairlst grai^rs. KoweVeV, any linguistic advanH^ages f^r such.^ 
^ a testing situation may have Weri couriterbalaYiced by the pd^sxbly 
iritimidating :pre5e«UJ#^of ^ adults /i Mdreovet, the seconds-class y 
statlis of these pupils native ^language mayjnave been fe^inforcH^ 
"^"^"-^^her than reveled, by the subservient; position of* the Spanish^ 
' speaking, interpreter In relati6n to-the Anglo- expiner. A study by 

- ThoByis-^t. al, ^ehowed tliatt/ significantly different performance 
lovels can be obtained for Spanish-speaking students on the WISC, < 

\ ^ depenSling on differences 4n exakiiier styles, their study involved ^ 
the testing of a 'group of Puerto -Ricah pupils by two Puerto Rican 
examiners* Although l5oth examiners were equal with respect to sex, 
ethnicity, fluency in Spanish and English, and clinical expeirience, . 
consi%tentlsL highisr scores, were obtained by the examiner whoiencour-- 
aged active p^ticipat ion, ^verbalization, and i*"epeated effort on -the 

... '8 \ 




P'^^^' th^i pupil.1. Their results Suggest that such studontr. may 
h.'ivr, mri;: ^fqiii table opportu^vitie^ 4>n'^IQ und achievemenc test??' iT . 
teachifiA^j and teotin/^ procedures are "optimized" rather Cii^^ 
"standardized." . - ^ ' ' a 

- ; • ' : . ^ 

CONCLUS16N . * . ' - ^ ^^y* • , 7 

\ _ A #eviev of ,the.^research reveals that'-standardized intetfigence 
arid/achiev^ement t^stdng-^pi^esents iinguiptic, cultural, and p^cholog^. 
jcal difficulties for Spanis>i--speajcing children in terms Qf^such" ' 
internaT-'o^ intervening variables is the language of theradministra^ 
tibn of thef^ Jest, the extent of the Iverbal if actor in It*, aJiir the ^ - 
ethnic background, of its adteinistm^ ' ^ " » 

.Researchers haye indicated 4rhe ^adeqtiacy :oJ b tests for 
Gp^ish-^gpeai^ih^^ ,Severftl jo^f^heM-l Herr, Hughes 

and Sanchez, |od2^i^^ez;) -i^inted^^ ouijiaiat- stjandardized tests 4a hot 
take ihtb-jcphsideHt^^ Vftev.hpnstand^^ I)aci^otirid: oil Spanish- 

speaking stAi^epts^.^ Cn/ liheiiv\"Gul^^^^ (Troup 

dif ferent: normsi f or-;sp ^§roups t ( seV^aiiso Ra^in and 

l:enders6n)V jBeca^^ ^eyeri^-writer^^^ 

Fibres ,v Hat iooalVc and^ eun%in3v:lFli^ ^ , : Roca , ' * 

Rqdrfguez^^^^^^^^ tests and . 

have calied:;f6r^ the; d effectiye in^t^ 

- Bbrdie nptyd a^ emerging t*en^^^^^ dey-elop jney , spec iadiied tests 

rather than tp: depend"on tri^itidnal,. commerciil:iy ' ^ . 

instruments . ' - ' : - ■ 

Hodrfguez terae^ testing ;**an edu6ati^ roadblodk,** which * 
^ut^ S.ptmish^V-^akih^ chil4^^^^ :q^f : at an i^ly age from -equal 
educatidnal^^tK^nu^^^^ ^ He a^ded* that test s^refrect the mbnocultural 
nature of the schools not the Metttttiral 

The "disadyant^ged^*^ laW is .pihned on Spanish-speaking children 

by this inenpcuitural sc^hool syltent is oft^^ tests 
constructed from what for thfese chiidron i^^ second language and 
culture The recenVde^^eloph .of >iiingual--biculturil education 4 
and teats, which use the\ain^^liitic andvjitiltural background of the 
child as an asset rather \than a liability, "show that the 'label can be- 
'switched to "advantaged" '^pariish-speaking children*^^ 
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where both' Englis^h'^^aitd r^p^^ spoken scored si^^nihg/intl^ 



h'iglier in both- the WIGC titt-iJS.B/ than Mexi6fiLn»-American 
• ,frcni homeB where anlv Bpaninh^ v/is spoken ., ' " \_ 




found >the_bit&gua^^ j^liiidren to^haye si^nifg^dantXy higher, '^^'^^^^l 
and^ noaverbairresult^ thKn monoli^ieual children in /^.rQ:de '5* 



3\ Whether the directions are in a'XahguagelHjall^inay also'maK.e--a_^ ^ 1. / ,^ ./rvS^itft 



difference. In a/study involyip^ cKipfeh .^rd^ various ^ a 
backgrounds,- but-Zno€4x^clujiing S^iwiisft-speaW 

Pintner feund the.^rgsults on; a n^nv^rbal .t^Mt i?i^j5i»noh3^erba%.^ - 



1*. 
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pointed b 

predictability of testsi for jdlsadvftf taged chUdren ^ c^axjsing/ - 
school authorities in several citi^s Ao discontinue the use. \ 
For a discussion of the iieQision^ W^ais^ Ig testing in "e 

York €ity,.for example, '^e^'*Test 1^^ 



r ■ 
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5* ^>idreover, he ;found that neither I^Testrwas significaAttl,^ related 

to grade point averaf^e forj^oth- Anglo and Spanish-American * *\ 
. , children. - \_ - v. - /' - ^ ' I- * * 

%. .Cooper found: soiffiwhat differcfnt r^ejults for bi^ngi^l children in 
Guam Whose tiativ^ Ifinguage was Chamorros. He found that verbal 
IQ 'tests genemlly co^eiated higher -vi^ the r^ults of the- 

T ' Californi^> Acbievement ^est than did -nonverbal ^ IQ tests . ^ ^ ^ 

T. Lerea' anXkohut,/on the other hand* found evidence^ that an% 

association factor may "have been -in 'adv^tage of bilingual cl?ildren» 
from Greek, Polish, and Norv^ian backgrounds in ^psr fpminc a - ^ 
verbal learning task, ' ; 

8, The author vould like to thank Mr.' Jose Luls'^Iernandez of \IV/M'y^ 
^ Bilingual Education Off ic^J^or^is invaluable insights and pro- 
'Sessional assistance in the develonment this article, 

9* Robinson sifni 
"advsmtaged' 
white. 



Lfnilarly^ found the to ^ be comparably'' reliable for 
1", ''average, and "disad%'ar:taged'^ pupils ^ bl^ck and 



10. G.F. Johnson questioned the content validity of the !4AT-for Title 
1 pupilS'iii general. . mlddle-clas. criented aobieyepent 'test 
is validated by middle-class < criteria.* 'Kius, the oid'dle-class 



culture bias is not eliminated ^from' the tasts*'* 
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1. 'Jobollero questioned the applicability of the .r^idingo of ^Ke' ^ 

Arr.stronaXstudy . , ' / 

. . . f. 1 

- '-^o » " -.a-^es "Two-way" biUngual education "brograms can also 
'"i;;':iU;«; ^l^^J^^r sp«aL„, Spanish for Anjlo .childr™. 
For a:descriotiV of such a'program, see Zxrkel^.- ^ ^ 
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